
Hello,

We begin the Advent season knowing that God brings
joy to the world. We wait and anticipate this coming joy
because we live in a world that is in such need of
warmth and love. Through the Covid crisis loneliness,
fear and frustration fill so much time and space. So, it is
a huge privilege to be amongst the joy bringers as we
share the good news of God's love.

It's been a joy to create in the upper room of our church,
a basic recording studio for our Sunday services. Since
the beginning of November we have not been able to
meet together as a church. We are thankful for the team
of young leaders who have worked with us both to lead
and to sort out the technical difficulties. If you want to
experience one of these services, you can click on
"Eglise Evangélique Paris Montparnasse" and connect
to our FaceBook page.

As we write, we are anticipating news that may allow us
to gather again as a church before Christmas. In the
meantime we continue our anti-covid theme, as we
remember that Christ is not only light in our darkness,
but that he also cleanses our hearts and draws us near
to himself, as we wait to be unmasked. For we will see
him face to face!

We are also privileged to be bringers of joy to the world
in that during the winter months, teams from our church
provide meals for the homeless each Saturday
lunchtime. In normal circumstances we invite our guests
to a three course sit-down meal. This year we will have
to adapt and serve people at the doors of the church
with a take away meal. As church leaders we need to
keep everyone safe, but talking with some of the men
who are used to attending, we realised that even though
this creates logistical challenges, we couldn't simply wait
for the crisis to pass as the needs of the homeless have
not disappeared. Through the winter months, we hope
that some of the love, hope and joy that we celebrate at
Christmas, will be shared with these friends.

Dorcas is working this year as a student pastor 
alongside John. She is also helping Sue with our 
women's hostel. Originally from Congo, she moved to 
Belgium where her father is a pastor. Having completed 
four years of theological studies at the evangelical 
college on the outskirts of Paris, her fifth year as a 
student pastor will help her complete her Masters, whilst 
she writes a dissertation and reflects on her practical 
experience with us.
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The transition between theory and practice is a journey 
that all pastors must travel. Please pray for the ministry 
commission that John chairs as we seek to help pastors 
with their personal development. Pray too for Dorcas, 
that a suitable future placement may be found for her. 
We currently have around 15 churches seeking a pastor, 
but less than half of these are able to support a full time 
ministry.

We had hoped that our family could join us for Christmas 
this year, but it now looks that we will be on our own. 
Learning new skills has been a lockdown challenge. 
Whilst sad not to be together, we always have great fun 
on video calls and playing games through the internet. 
Last Christmas, we both realised that we were not able 
to win computer games like Mario-cart.

Along with many older people this year, we have moved 
up a gear technologically and are even sometimes able 
to stand on the podium!

Knowing that when things go back to normal they will not 
be the same, we remind ourselves of the joy of learning 
new skills, overcoming new challenges and remembering 
that the best is yet to come!

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas.

Love,

John & Sue

If you would like to support John and Sue Wilson by prayer and committed regular
giving, visit bmsworldmission.org/partners or call 01235 517617 for a 24:7
Partners leaflet.
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