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Letter from the Minister  

Dear Friends 

Firstly I would like to wish you all a very happy new year and hope that the 

Christmas period was filled with joy and peace for us all. 

As I reflect upon the past twelve months in the life of the Church it has been a 

year of the Lord’s blessing to us. Not only have we enjoyed some great events 

such as holiday club and our Easter and Christmas celebrations, we have also 

seen the employment of our new youth minister Graham Hill who brings such a 

talent to working with our children and young people.  

To enable us to employ Graham was a real step of faith for us as a church and I 

commend the whole Church family for trusting in the faithfulness of God. 

As we remain faithful to Him, the Lord will undoubtedly pour out his blessing 

upon us as a church. It is the very principle that William Carey spoke about all 

those years ago, when he famously preached that we are to expect great things 

from God and attempt great things for God.  

In following this principle to have expectant hearts and willing feet to serve him, 

in whatever that might be, we will see God at work in our Church, in our 

community and in our lives. 

 

At the start of 2017 my prayer for us as a Church is that we would recognise that 

the Lord is calling us to be full of expectancy at what he is going to do amongst 

us. Let us not be held back by what we see in the natural world but have a 

spiritual perspective and focus upon what God wants to do in our lives. And 

coupled with this attitude of expectancy let us also attempt great things for God. 

Let us step out of the boat, and venture into areas where we might never have 

gone before because when we do, we will see the Lord at work and he will work 

through us to see his kingdom come here in Aylestone and beyond. 

May you be blessed this new year and may you know the peace of Christ ruling in 

your hearts and whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Blessings                               

Paul Wheeler  
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DATES  for your  DIARY 2017 

January 

Sat. 7th  BMS Mission Meeting at Buckminster Road Baptist. 

Sun. 8th  PRAYER EVENING 5 – 8pm A chance to come into 
   our church for some or all of the time, to pray at the  
   beginning of this New Year. 
 

Thurs. 12th  The Open House 

Thurs. 19th  Lunch Club 

Sun. 22nd   United Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at     

                              St. Edwards Church  4pm 

Sun. 22nd  CHURCH MEETING.  6 for 6.30pm. 

Thurs. 26th  The Open House. 

Sat. 28th  A TASTE OF INDIAN CHRISTMAS – 6 – 8pm  An evening with     
                            Stan & Dorothy & their trip to India - with Indian Food snacks ! 
    
Sun. 29th  Messy Church at Gilmorton Estate,  4.30pm. 
 

February 

Thurs. 2nd.  Lunch Club. 

Mon. 6th  Deacons’ Meeting. 

Thurs. 9th  The Open House 

Thurs. 16th  Lunch Club 

Friday 17th  Family Fun Day with children’s crafts, Soup & sandwich lunch, 

   Cake stall etc.   10.30 – 1.30pm. Fund raising for SIGMA 

Thurs. 23rd  The Open House. 

Sat. 25th  FAMILY QUIZ NIGHT  5 – 7.30pm including Hot Dogs & cake 

   Fund raising for SIGMA.  Questions for ages from 3 to infinity…. 

Sun. 26th  Messy Church at Gilmorton Estate, 4.30pm 
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What’s on for the 3rd. Age: 

LUNCH CLUB  dates for January/February 2017 

 

Thursday January 19th 

Thursday February  2nd / 16th  

Thursday March 2nd. 

Many thanks to those who have given each lunch 

club to our charity boxes – we have recently been 

able to donate to LOROS:  £107 and the Stroke Club: £80. 

Thanks to your generous hearts. 

 

The  OPEN  HOUSE  dates for January/February 2017 

 

Thursday January 12th / 26th 

Thursday February 9th / 23rd 

Thursday March 9th  

Come and join us from 11 – 2pm for board games, 

knitandnatter, coffee, and soup and dessert lunch. 

 

 

Tuesday Group  dates for January / February 2017 

Tuesday January  10th / 24th 

Tuesday February 7th / 21st  

Tuesday March 7th  

Enjoy an informal look at the Bible, relating it to our circumstances and time of 

life, and share lunch together.  All welcome.  
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With thanks ….. 

A heartfelt thanks to everyone at ABC for all their 

thoughts, prayers and help with John over the past six 

years. 

The assistance we have received has enabled us to get to 

church and other things such as lunch and Open House. 

Bless you all – you have helped us get through some pretty 

bad patches during those six years. 

   With love..  Barbara and John Riley. 

**************************************************************** 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Dorothy Mackley for being Aylestone’s Hidden Hero. 
Hidden Hero is a scheme run by Asda Superstore that recognises people in the 
community for their charitable works.  It was on Thursday 8th December, a lunch 
club day, when Asda’s Elf, Debbie, made a surprise visit and presented Dorothy 
with various gifts to show their appreciation for all the work Dorothy does in the 
community and for making such a big difference in people’s lives.  
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CHURCH  FAMILY  NEWS 

We remember with great affection the life of Brian Barrett who sadly passed away 

just before Christmas.  Brian touched the hearts of everyone who met him with his 

warmth and quiet sense of humour, encouraging words and gentleness.  We pray 

that God will wrap his loving arms around Helena, and the family, in the days and 

years to come.   

We thank God that our minister, Paul, survived an horrific car accident relatively 

unscathed and pray that his recovery is complete. 

Special Happy Birthdays to Jack Burton who turned 21 and Holly Burton who 

turned 18 both in December.  (Expensive time for parents!) 

We are praying for Brenda Hargreaves who set out on a world tour with her friend 

and travelling companion Christina.  Unfortunately, Christina suffered a stroke 

whilst they were in Thailand, where she is hospitalised, and the rest of the trip has 

been cancelled.  At this time, we are praying that they will come safely back home 

and for healing for Christina. 

Ann Lane is very unwell at present as cancer has returned. She was taken into the 

Glenfield General [ward27] on 2nd January. Please remember her in your prayers. 

Maureen Clarke has fallen at home and broken ribs.  Please pray for a full 

recovery 

Also, Mavis Sharman is not well, and Jean Dixon has had a number of difficulties, 

life is a struggle for Michael Gamble with severe arthritis, Ruth Hopkins has been 

advised not to drive during the winter months and so would appreciate help with 

lifts to church and church events. 

Please remember our older folk during the dark days of winter, and also our 

students as they return to University after the Christmas break. 

Letitia is going home to Ghana for a visit to family, and Donna is returning to 

Barbados to spend some time with family and friends.  We pray journeying 

mercies and a time of rest for them and look forward to having them safely back in 

our fellowship. 

“The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore” 

Psalm 121: 8 
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Church family News 

 
Congratulations to Pedro and his 
wife Antonieta, who were 
married on Sunday 30th Oct.  
The marriage ceremony took 
place in the quiet area of 
Monistrol De Montserrat on the 
outskirts of Barcelona in Spain. 

 
A romantic story of two very 
young children, Pedro and 
Antonieta, living and growing 
up in the same village and both 
attending the same school 
together as children and finally 
reunited after all these years.    
Our prayers go out to Pedro and 
Antonieta for God’s anointing 
and blessings on the happy 
couple. 

 
 

On Sunday 27th November, the church celebrated along with the family and 
friends of Lydia and Bulus Ezekiel as they brought son, Reetek to be dedicated in 
our morning service. We uphold Lyndia and Bulus and “big” brother Susilka in our 
prayers and pray for God’s blessing on them all.  
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A Snapshot to the leadup to Christmas 

Christmas Market 
 

Towards the end of November, we held our annual Christmas market and once 
again we give thanks for the many people who came along and supported and 
made it a great success on the day.  There were many stalls to browse for the 
bargain hunters and the children were very excited queueing up patiently to see 
Father Christmas in is grotto.   
 

Joint Advent Carols Service 
 
 

              
 

We held a joint Advent carols service with the other local churches in Aylestone. 
This was first time the Advent service was held at Aylestone Baptist Church. The 
service was well attended and there were carols from both St Andrews and 
Aylestone Baptist choirs. Following the service, we shared a time of fellowship 
together with mince pies, cakes and refreshments. 
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Gateway Club Nativity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A regular favourite at Aylestone Baptist Church is the Gateway Clubs Christmas Nativity, 
and included the story of the Poinsettia. 
A well supported evening from family and friends with refreshments and mince pies 
to follow afterwards. The Gateway nativity always sets you up in the right frame of 
mind as we reflect on the true meaning of the birth of our Lord Jesus.   
 

                                                Carols in the Park 

    

On Sunday December 11th Aylestone Churches together were pleased to present Carols in 
the Park. This was a wonderful event whereby our local community gathered to celebrate 
the birth of Christ with songs, readings and a nativity. The event was attended by about 500 
people and provided a great opportunity to remember the reason for the season. 
The service was led by Revd Rowena Bass, with members from the Aylestone Churches 
taking part.  Huge thanks go to all of those who worked so hard in making the afternoon 
run as smoothly as it did, and we give all the glory to God for being able to share the 
wonderful news for the coming of Christ within the local community 
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Carols in The Pub 

 
 
 

On Wednesday 21st December Aylestone Churches 
together we're pleased to present the annual carols in 
the pub at the Black Horse. This was a great opportunity 
to share the good news of Christmas with our local 
community and it was extremely well attended. 
Alongside the carols and readings there were turkey cobs 
and glasses of mulled wine which enhanced the festive 
feel to the evening. It was such a wonderful event 
enabling both young and old to sing the familiar 
Christmas songs readily supported by a brass band and to 
enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun. Thanks to all 

those who attended and worked so hard to make the event such a success, 
especially Phil Kemp who organised the sound and Alan and Sarah, landlords at the 
Black Horse for the use of their premises.  
 

 
Carols by candlelight 
 
 

 
 

Another favourite service at Christmas time is Carols by Candlelight.  
In the subdued atmospheric lighting, it was a beautiful time to come and sing 
together and reflect on the meaning and words of the carols and scripture readings 
as we sang of our Lord Jesus the Messiah, coming down from heaven as a baby 
and being born in a stable in the town of David.  
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Church Family Fun 

Friday 23rd. December was a 

Bring and Share Supper first 

thought of by Freddie Damalie.   

A time for shared fellowship, 

and, as always with ABC, food. 

A great evening ensued with 30 

folks expected and more than 50 

eventually attending. 

Thanks to Ben Kaba for helping us 

to set up during the day, and to Tracy 

Wheeler for entertaining the children  

(and a few adults!!) with some games. 

A great evening was had by all -  

& maybe another near to Easter Freddie? 

Thanks to all who stayed to help clean up.   

Nice to see our Cinderella’s doing so 

well with the brooms.   Teresa.  

 

 

Carols for Kids 

Carols for kids 2016 was based on the 

story of the littlest angel, played very 

well by Harry. The story told of a little 

angel who found living in heaven hard 

but whose humble gift to the baby Jesus 

became the shining star of Bethlehem. 

The talk was all about our need to be 

rescued with Alasdair surprising 

everyone by popping out of the giant 

present in his fireman outfit! The church 

was packed with church members & many families from the community who joined 

in with the carol singing with great gusto & made the Nativity very special again. 

Jess sang a solo which brought a tear to a few eyes! I’d just like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone who supported me on the day & the week leading up 

to it, I couldn’t do it without you all.  Beth Ellis    

        



Christmas Day 

 
 

 
 
           

 
Our Christmas day family service was a time of great excitement when the children 
came to say, to show, and to demonstrate to us what they had received on 
Christmas morning. Luke and Alaisdair played a duet on their trombones, and the 
service finished with carols.   
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BEGINNIG CELEBRATIONS FAMILY FOOD FOOTBALL 

FRIENDS  EXPECTATIONS GAMES HAPPY JANUARY 

MIDNIGHT RESOLUTIONS HOPE  HOLIDAY     NEW  

TIME PARADES PARTIES  PLANS YEAR     JOY 

  



 

New Year Resolutions 

 

I was fortunate to spend time with an 

enigmatic man named Robert during a very 

special period of my life. Robert taught me 

many things during our days together, and 

this time of year reminds me of one 

particular interaction we had.  

 

"Now that you are becoming more aware," Robert said, "you need to begin to 

set goals for yourself so you don't lose the momentum you have built." "Like 

New Year's resolutions?" I asked. "That's an interesting idea," he smirked. 

"Let's do that." By then I was used to his cryptic responses, so I knew 

something was up because of the way his eyes sparkled as he let out an 

impish laugh. "Tonight's assignment is to make two lists," Robert continued. 

"The first is a list of all the New Year's resolutions you WANT to keep, and 

the second is a list of all the New Year's resolutions you WILL keep. Write 

the WANT List first, and when you have exhausted all of your ideas, then 

write the second list on another sheet of paper." That night I went home and 

spent several hours working on the two lists. The WANT List felt 

overwhelming at first, but after a while I got into writing all the things I had 

always wanted to do if the burdens of life hadn't gotten in the way. After 

nearly an hour, the list swelled to fill the entire page and contained nearly all 

of my ideas of an ideal life. The second list was much easier, and I was able 

to quickly commit ten practical resolutions that I felt would be both realistic 

and helpful. The next day, I met Robert in front of the local food Co-op, 

where we seemed to have most of our enlightening conversations. "Tell me 

about your two lists," Robert said as the familiar smirk crept onto his face. 

"The first list contains all the things I SHOULD do if I completely changed 

my life to be the person I always wanted to be. And the second list contains 

all the things I COULD do by accepting my current life, and 

taking realistic steps towards the life I want to lead." "Let me see 

the second list," he said. I handed him the second list, and 

without even looking at it, he ripped the paper into tiny pieces 

and threw it in the nearby garbage can.  
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His disregard for the effort I had put into the list annoyed me at first, but after 

I calmed down I began to think about the first list in a different light. In my 

heart, I knew the second list was a cop out, and the first list was the only one 

that really mattered. "And now, the first list." Robert bowed his head and held 

out both of his hands. I purposefully handed him the first list and 

held his gaze for several seconds, waiting for him to begin 

reading the page. After an unusually long silence, he began to 

crumple the paper into a ball and once again tossed it into the can 

without looking at it. "What did you do that for?!" I couldn't hide my anger 

any longer. Robert began to speak in a quiet and assured voice.  

"What you SHOULD or COULD do with your life no 

longer matters. The only thing that matters, from this day 

forward, is what you MUST do." He then drew a folded 

piece of paper from his back pocket and handed it to me. 

I opened it carefully, and found a single word floating in 

the middle of the white page: "Love."  

 

      ******************************* 

 

 

 

I Am the New Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I am the new year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 

I am your next chance at the art of living. I am your opportunity to practice what 

you have learned about life during the last twelve months. 

All that you sought and didn’t find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it 

but with more determination. 

All the good that you tried for and didn’t achieve is mine to grant when you have 

fewer conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all 

the faith that you claimed but did not have—these slumbers lightly, waiting to be 

awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I make 

all things new." 
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BMS BIRTHDAYS in aid of Medical Missionary Work. 

Happy Birthday and “Thank You” to…. 

Jan 8th Rachel Connor. 

Jan 14th Barry Hall. 

Jan 17th Jonathon Craston 

Jan 18th Cindy Elliott 

Jan 20th Rachel Vernon.  

 

Feb 2nd Paul Onions 

Feb 6th Joseph Elliot 

Feb 9th Rachel Craston 

Feb 15th Gregory Chapman 

Feb 15th Jill Walton 

Feb 16th Michael Elliot 

******************************************************** 

EMBA Women’s Day – Life Soul All 

Saturday March 18th   10-3.30 

Space to worship, encounter God, be renewed and inspired 

   West Bridgford Baptist Church    

Cost £10 [includes refreshments and lunch] 

Booking essential – details in lounge/on line 
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SIGMA PROJECT NEWS     ‘A Very Different Christmas.’ 

In April, last year when Yesupadam and 

Sukumar visited us from India, they 

asked us to join them in Akividu for 

Christmas. Our family were 

disappointed that we would not to be 

here, but as Yesupadam said ‘it’s just 

one Christmas’ . So, we agreed and 

made our plans. 

On 16th December in Birmingham, we 

boarded an Emirates A380 with 642 

other passengers to Dubai, a further 

long haul flight to Hyderabad and then 

a short flight on a small turboprop 

aircraft to Rajahmundry where we were 

collected and had a 3hr drive to Akividu, 

where we arrived at about 6pm on 17th 

- their time!  

Our hotel was very good and so after a 

good sleep we started our Christmas 

experience on Sunday 18th December 

with a morning service, this followed by 

hectic activity preparing food, staging, 

lighting and sound for the evening 

event – the Children’s Christmas. Early 

afternoon we went to the centre of 

town where the church folk gathered on a very busy corner, from there we eventually 

moved off and paraded down the main road for about 2Km to the Church. The people 

gathered outside on some land behind the Church – no issues with the weather which at 

that time of year is more or less guaranteed to be dry and warm. Many more people 

arrived as we worshipped together and kept coming so that clearly there were at least 

the expected 2500 people – many sitting on the [covered] floor and hundreds on chairs.  

The evening consisted of a number of children’s presentations, starting with a few nativity 

scenes followed by groups from various of the Churches Children’s centres doing ‘party 

pieces’ singing and dancing. Following the entertainment food was available for all – in 

fact the 2500 plates and the food ran out so more than expected had come. Our hosts 

estimated that at least 90% were Hindu folk- what a great outreach! 
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During the week between this 

event and Christmas day, we 

visited a number of Children’s 

centres, Church Christmas 

Celebrations in outlying villages, 

took part in the dedication of a new 

Church building and visited many 

people in their own homes – quite 

an experience! 

Then on Christmas Eve we watched 

as a number of ladies sat in the 

Church garden preparing food for 

the following day – fascinating! 

This time large canopies were erected on the ground for protection from the sun!  

 

So, Christmas Day – about 1500 people gathered for the open-air celebration – this 

lasted about 3 hours and 

included the two of us singing 

‘In the bleak midwinter’ to the 

assembled gathering. Then 

these people were again 

given a dinner of rice and 

chicken curry. 

Mid-afternoon and the 

poorest, neediest elderly 

people [ mostly ladies] 

gathered under the shelter 

again and 600+ blankets were 

distributed to them to guard them against the cold nights during the winter in their 

often quite inadequate accommodation.  
 

 

A trip to one of the villages that evening to a large Church beautifully lit up outside 

and decorated inside who were having their Christmas evening worship, brought 

to an end ‘A Very Different Christmas.’ 

We are planning an evening here at ABC when we will give a more detailed 

illustrated presentation about our mission trip. This will be on Sat 28th January at 

6pm. – with light refreshments provided. 
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SIGMA FUND RAISING EVENTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Fun Day 

Friday 17th February  

10.30- 1.30   £1 
 

Quiz Night  

Sat. 25th Feb. 5-7.30pm 

Suitable for all ages 3-infinity ∞ 
 

 

Look out for details or ‘phone 0116 2836422 
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Aylestone Baptist Church 
Lutterworth Road Aylestone Leicester LE2 8PE 

Church Minister: Paul Wheeler / Youth Minister: Graham Hill  

 

Weekly & Fortnightly Activities  
 

Sunday  
  9.00am   Morning Service  
10.45am   Morning Service / Junior Church / Crèche Facilities  
                 Communion:  The Third Sunday of Each Month 
 

Monday  
   7.30pm Prayer Meeting  
 

Tu e s d a y   
  9.30am   Babes & Toddlers Club  
11.00am   Seniors Bible Study (Fortnightly)  
  5.00pm   Urban Saints (Boys & Girls Club from Ages 4 – 18)  
 

We d n e s d ay   
  7.30pm   House Group  
 

T h u r s d a y   
   11.00am    The Open House. 3rd Aged. For the 50’s and over aged group (Fortnightly)  
  11.00am    Community Lunch Club (Fortnightly / Alternative week to Open House) 
    7.00pm    Youth Group Meet & Eat 
    7.30pm    House Groups 
 

F r i d a y   
     7.00pm    Hangout Youth Club (Boys & Girls Club from Ages 10 – 14) 
 
 

                       
 

            Loop System Installed  
  
 
 
 
 
 

            Wheel Chair Access  
 
 

  
 
 
 

            WC Facilities  
       

Church Membership, Baptism, Infants Dedication, Weddings, Funerals, House Groups,  
Urban Saints, Community Lunch Club, Babes & Tots Club, Youth Club & Open House 
To find out more about church membership, Baptism, etc. or any of the activities  
please call us on 01162 832 527; by email: minister@aylestonebaptistchurch.co.uk  
or by visiting our website at www.aylestonebaptistchurch.org.uk 
 
 

mailto:minister@aylestonebaptistchurch.co.uk

